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AVS/IVSA UK & Ireland Elections 2016 

Name: Meg Rawlins 

Position: Veterinary Public Health Officer 

Vet School: RVC 

Year: 4 

About me: 

I am a 4th year Vet Med student at the RVC about to start my clinical rotations (!!). I am a South 

Yorkshire lass with a passion for all things animal. When I am not studying you will find me 

attempting to play sport badly and binging on Netflix. I always envisaged myself as a farm vet when 

I first started university but have since become interested in the wider role of vets in society. 

Experience: 

I have spent the last two years on the Students for Global Health (SfGH) Society at RVC, as president 

and now senior vice-president. Through this role I have engaged with public health topics including 

zoonotic diseases, AMR and disaster medicine through organising symposiums, panel discussions 

and talks, helping to spread the knowledge of public health throughout RVC. These roles required 

me to keep up to date with current public health issues and encourage collaboration with students 

from other backgrounds; including social and medical sciences. Through SfGH RVC I have also 

engaged with One Health Day and AMR awareness day.  

I am also currently the Coordinated Theme lead for SfGH nationally; this year focusing on the 

Sustainable Development Goals which cover many aspects of public health which need to be 

addressed. This has required me to work with the national committee to disseminate information on 

this nationally, as well as work to a deadline. 

I have also held positions on the IVSA Standing Committee for Animal Welfare (SCAW) for the past 

two years, through this I have liaised with IVSA’s Standing Committee on One Health (SCOH) to write 

articles for their regular journal; these have covered topics including climate change. I also helped to 

organise the international event ‘Animal Welfare Week’ which bought together many vet 

universities from a range of continents. This role has given me knowledge on how the IVSA is run 

and work which the SCOH does, which will be beneficial. I have also been involved in many different 

IVSA events. I went to an IVSA Naples event last Summer focusing on their local animals and culture 

and in addition to this,  I was on the Organising Committee for the recent IVSA RVC exchange with 50 

students from over 8 different countries and through this recently went to Leipzig for an exchange. 

Being on the Organising Committee required excellent communication and organisation skills. 

In addition to this, I recently wrote an article on AMR which was published online and will be in the 

next JAVS issue; again highlighting that I have a keen interest in public health! 
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What I would try to achieve in my role: 

We as veterinarians play a large role in maintaining not only animal health but human health also. I 

think that the role of veterinarians in Public Health is often underestimated and in this role through 

working with SCOH and the IVSA representatives at the university I would like to further educate 

and promote interests on the importance of veterinarians in public health; through the VPH journal 

and via organising various interdisciplinary events. 

 I am particularly interested in AMR and food security and think that these are prominent current 

veterinary public health issues and as such would like to hold events centring around these topics.  

In my role, I would also like to promote veterinary public health careers as well as encouraging 

veterinary students to conduct research into public health topics. I would like to create a database 

with all the intercalation, masters, research projects, conferences, EMS/internship opportunities 

related to veterinary public health to engage more people and make it easier for people wanting to 

get involved to have a resource to refer to!  

Through my experience with IVSA it has been amazing to see how united the veterinary schools are 

internationally and I would like to use this to further the knowledge and education of Veterinary 

Public Health, as well as bring attention internationally to current topical public health issues 

which will be prominent throughout our careers.  

The global public health challenges which we face today are enormous and I will endeavour to 

promote interdisciplinary collaboration required to tackle these and create opportunities for all to 

get involved. 

 

Why you should vote for me: 

I am a hard-working, organised and fun individual and I think I would fit in well with the IVSA/AVS 

team. I am extremely passionate about veterinary public health and I am considering a career 

within it myself. This passion will mean that I will work very hard to continue the amazing work 

Radha did last year! I would love to put some of my ideas into action to educate people about 

veterinary public health and promote events and opportunities within the field to everyone! 

 


