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Hi! I’m Katie, a third year from Cambridge and I’m loving living out my childhood dream of becoming a vet. 
I’m hoping to go into mixed practice after I graduate, although that wasn’t the intention when I started the 
course, so maybe it’ll change again! I’m currently on the AVS committee as one of the Cambridge reps, and I 
completely love it, especially finding out more about how AVS can make such a huge difference to genuinely 
important matters via the policy sub-committee I sit on.  

Being on AVS committee has provided me a detailed understanding of what is required of exec committee 
members. Plus, having attended the infamous AVS Sports Weekend, I know how important AVS events are to 
vet students! I am currently president of the medical and veterinary society at my college, a role which has 
required me to arrange both relevant, informative talks and fun events. In my year as welfare officer, I was 
responsible for organising and chairing bi-termly meetings with the pastoral team, which consisted of 
students and fellows. As such, I understand the responsibilities of overseeing a committee with important 
decisions to make (such as the MSG sub-committee the JVP chairs). Both roles have required me to represent 
student opinions in situations with influential people, a skill which I imagine to be very relevant to this role.  

 Despite continued efforts, I still think the financial burden of EMS is something students struggle with. 
There are numerous grants available to fund overseas EMS, yet we have to undertake most of our 
placements in the UK. Little consideration is given to the loss of potential income we face, or the financial 
burden it can be when a distant placement can’t offer you accommodation. I would continue the work 
already being undertaken regarding EMS costs, and lobby for our concerns to be raised with those in a 
position to really help us.   

 I would really love for people to become aware of other services which AVS offer. I’m sure you’re all aware 
of the amazing sports weekend, and congress, but how many of you know that AVS offer welfare grants for 
students to run larger-scale welfare events? I think better publicity of resources such as this would really 
benefit students. 

 Something that has come to my attention this year is that veterinary symposiums, etc. hosted at our 
universities tend to be poorly coordinated. I would love to start the production of a country-wide events 
calendar – I think it would be valuable in preventing students missing out on educational opportunities just 
because two events they wish to attend clash.  

I passionately believe that every student should be able to get as much out of their university experience, and 
their training, as possible. I’ve massively enjoyed actually being able to make a difference to this in my role as 
a rep with AVS, and I would love the opportunity to carry this on at an even greater scale.  
 


