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AVS/IVSA UK & Ireland Elections 2016 

Name: Isabella Hannay  

Position: Grants and Sponsorship Officer 

Vet School: Nottingham 

Year: 4 

About me: 

I’m a 4th year vet student at Nottingham. My main interests are nights out, cooking/eating and trying 

(failing) to keep focussed on uni work. I’m the proud parent of Graham and Mabel (guinea pigs), as 

well as a part time fosterer for Bianca (hamster). My dream job is working as a poultry vet, whilst 

running a shelter for homeless guinea pigs. 

Experience: 

I have previously been Nottingham AVS rep which was a great learning experience of being on the 

AVS committee and knowing about the workings of AVS. During my time as AVS rep I learnt that some 

of the biggest challenges facing vet students are financial difficulty and mental health. I would like 

to make a contribution to helping with these issues by working on individual grants and the student 

welfare grants. 

As Nottingham AVS rep and Social Media rep for Vets in the Community Nottingham I’ve learnt how 

best to communicate with fellow students via social media and newsletters. I think social media is 

key for increasing visibility and engagement about grant/sponsorship opportunities. 

I have experience of distributing information about grants and compiling requests for sponsorship 

from being Hills’ rep at Nottingham. I’ve learnt a lot through this about the importance of visibility 

of sponsorship opportunities whilst also learning to communicate with both those offering the 

sponsorship and the applicants. I consider myself to be friendly so hopefully approachable when 

people have questions! 

I’m organised and efficient which would be useful for compiling and distributing grant/sponsorship 

information to fellow students.  

I’m enthusiastic to get involved in all aspects of AVS and would love to be able to contribute to the 

new committee! 

What I would try to achieve in my role: 

ONE AREA FOR GRANT INFORMATION: When looking for grants myself I found it very time consuming 

searching for appropriate grants. I’d like to make a single document which contains a variety of grant 

fact files (e.g. who’s eligible? deadline dates? financial value of grant? testimonial from a previous 

awardese). This could be added to as more become available. This would be useful as one place to 
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find relevant information rather than trawling the internet or missing social media posts about 

funding. 

I’d love to follow on from Beccy’s great work of searching for funding opportunities and increasing 

the visibility of grants across the vet schools.  

 

Why you should vote for me: 

I’m enthusiastic to get involved in all aspects of the AVS committee and keen to help out wherever. 

I understand the importance of the grants and sponsorship role due to the high cost of the veterinary 

degree and issues locating appropriate grants. I’d work hard to ensure I can do the best job possible! 


